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Hon. JW SEENEY (Callide—LNP) (Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development,
Infrastructure and Planning) (9.39 am): Planning reform is a crucial part of driving Queensland’s
economic growth and it is an essential part of our government’s strategy for Queensland’s future. Our
government is overhauling the state’s planning laws to cut red tape and deliver better planning
processes and outcomes for all Queenslanders. Our aim is to create the most efficient and effective
planning and development assessment system in Australia to drive the economic growth that we need
for Queensland’s future. The single state planning policy to replace the 14 ad hoc, disjointed policies
that existed under Labor will be finalised in coming weeks. Additionally, we have introduced
Queensland Planning Provisions version 3.0, delivering a new framework for councils to use to
develop their local planning schemes. But to date, the most significant reform is the new State
Assessment and Referral Agency that has become known as SARA.
SARA has now been up and running since 1 July. Previously, an applicant would have had to
submit applications to up to seven state agencies to get a project underway. What SARA has meant
for a beverage company, for example, seeking a new site on which to expand its operations is that it
has only had to consult with and obtain approval from one single state agency. Under the Labor
government, it would have had to consult with and obtain approval from about five different agencies
on a range of matters such as waterways and vegetation and the project’s impact on a whole range of
things, and it would have received approvals that were often confusing and contradictory. I am
pleased to inform the House that, despite being in operation for less than six months, SARA was the
overall winner at the Planning Institute of Australia 2013 awards last month. SARA won the 2013
Improving Planning Processes and Practices Award and then went on to take out the top award over
14 other finalists, from 70 nominees.
Businesses and councils are delighted, not just with SARA but also with the planning reforms
that we are putting in place. I am also pleased to be able to inform the House that Economic
Development Queensland recently won the 2013 UDIA State Award for Excellence in Residential
Subdivision. The award was won for the Fitzgibbon Chase residential development located in
Fitzgibbon near Carseldine in Brisbane. The development includes five hectares of landscaped
parkland, 40 hectares of recreational bushland with walking trails and an award-winning community
centre. Through EDQ we are streamlining and fast-tracking this type of development throughout the
state, delivering smartly designed, well priced homes and living options for Queenslanders and
facilitating economic growth through the construction industry. These awards demonstrate how the
Newman government is delivering on its promise for better planning and infrastructure for
Queensland. We are getting on with ensuring Queensland remains a great state with great
opportunity.
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