Speech By

Jeff Seeney
MEMBER FOR CALLIDE

Record of Proceedings, 27 October 2015

BUILDING QUEENSLAND BILL
Mr SEENEY (Callide—LNP) (4.19 pm): I rise to make a short contribution to the consideration of
this bill before the House. I begin by endorsing the comments that were made by my colleague the
member for Clayfield. The member for Clayfield, as now the shadow minister, has given a very good
summation for the infrastructure planning process that was underway and some indication of where that
infrastructure planning process would have taken Queensland had the election result been different.
I am not going to repeat all of the facts that the member for Clayfield put on record in this House
during that contribution—and they are facts. People who were here at the time and people who were
interested in the development of infrastructure in Queensland know that they were the facts. As the
person who was the minister then, I wanted to make some comments about, firstly, the proposition that
is contained within this bill and then the so-called infrastructure plan that is not a plan that was released
by the Deputy Premier yesterday. Then I want to talk a little bit about Royalties for the Regions, an
infrastructure delivery model that actually delivered infrastructure on the ground.
Delivering infrastructure on the ground is what it is all about. It is not about restructuring the
committees or changing the nature of the planning process, and that is essentially what this bill does. It
continues on, if you like, Projects Queensland. Projects Queensland was set up when we came to
government and it did not replace anything. There was nothing there for it to replace. We set up Projects
Queensland. The concept pretty much has been carried forward into this bill. The bill itself does nothing
more than to change what we did so that the government can somehow claim that it is new. The
outcomes and the aims and the reasons for its existing are pretty much what Projects Queensland was
set up to do.
While, as the shadow minister has indicated, we are not going to oppose the bill before the House,
I do not think anybody should suggest that the bill before the House is going to make any great
difference to the delivery of infrastructure in Queensland. The poor old bumbling member for Mirani,
who somehow suggested that this was going to ensure the delivery of infrastructure, has been reading
too many Labor Party propaganda leaflets. There is no doubt that he had to get in a nudge about the
coal companies. There is a very narrow focus from the member for Mirani.
The provision of infrastructure is a challenge for state governments wherever they are and of
whatever political colour they are. There is only one challenge. It is not right to say it is the biggest
challenge. Anybody can put together a wish list. That is what the Deputy Premier’s plan released
yesterday was. It is not a plan. That is not a plan; that is a wish list. That is the sort of wish list that Labor
governments have put together for the almost 20 years that I have been here. For almost 20 years I
have been here and I have watched Labor member after Labor member and Labor government after
Labor government come out with a wish list—a wish list of projects with absolutely no idea about how
they are going to be delivered or how they are going to be funded. Putting a project on a list does not
build anything. Putting a project on a list does not deliver anything. All it does is deliver another grab for
the ALP pamphlets that the member for Mirani dines out on.
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To effectively meet infrastructure needs, a state government has to identify a funding source. In
the three years we were in government when I was the minister for infrastructure, the same bureaucrats
who came to the current Deputy Premier and said, ‘We have to have an infrastructure plan, Minister,’
came to me repeatedly and said, ‘We have to have an infrastructure plan, Minister.’ I said, ‘No. We are
not going to put out a wish list like every Labor government before us has done. We will put out an
infrastructure plan that is funded, that has a funding source,’ and that is what we did. We had an
$8.3 billion funding source—$8.3 billion worth of infrastructure and for the first time in 20 years that wish
list had a funding source.
The reality is that that funding source was not accepted by the people of Queensland. It was not
accepted by the current minister. So the funding source is no longer there, but the infrastructure
challenge is still there. The same infrastructure challenge is still there. So the question for the Deputy
Premier and the current Labor government is: where is their funding source? We all know the list. We
can all draw up the list of projects. In every community in Queensland, in every town and in every city,
the local governments and local communities can come up with a list of infrastructure. But it is finding
the funding source for that infrastructure that is the challenge for state governments across Australia
and across the world.
A lot of other state governments have taken what appeared to them to be the only option, and
that is to recycle capital. That is what they have done in New South Wales. That was our proposal—to
recycle the capital that is currently tied up in infrastructure to build the new infrastructure. If that option
to fund new infrastructure is going to be rejected, as it was by the member for South Brisbane in her
role at the time, then another funding source needs to be identified. So the first challenge for the member
for South Brisbane if she wants to release a wish list is to have a funding source identified, and she has
failed miserably at that challenge. She has completely failed that challenge without any attempt to
address that overriding problem.
I contrast that with a couple of successful infrastructure delivery programs that we undertook in
the three years that we were in government, despite the fact that we struggled with the $85 billion worth
of debt that we inherited. We put in place infrastructure programs that delivered infrastructure on the
ground. The Royalties for the Regions program was all about country towns and country people. It was
all about delivering to communities infrastructure that were important to them—$495 million delivered.
Out there now in electorates across regional Queensland those projects are coming to fruition. The
ribbons are being cut at the official openings. I went to an official opening of an airport the other day in
Mundubbera. I drove on the new road between Cracow and Theodore. I drove on the new road between
Mount Perry and Monto. Those projects were delivered. We did not just talk about them. We did not
just put out lists. We did the jobs, and that money has circulated in the Queensland economy.
The other infrastructure delivery program that delivered to communities on the ground was the
catalytic infrastructure program, the program that identified infrastructure that was necessary as a
catalyst for local economic growth. Those projects are being delivered. I hope the Deputy Premier would
agree that those projects are being delivered—the major intersection in Rockhampton that enabled the
major housing development on the north side of Rockhampton and the Beaudesert bypass that enabled
the development of the industrial area to the south and west of Beaudesert are the sorts of projects that
are critically important for the economic growth that they allow to happen.
That catalytic type investment is the role of state government. They are the things that a
responsible state government needs to deliver if they want to have any credibility in this infrastructure
debate. But a government that just continues this Labor Party nonsense of putting out long lists of
projects that are needed without any suggestion about how they are going to be funded has no credibility
in the infrastructure debate. The current Deputy Premier has earned absolutely no credibility with the
so-called infrastructure plan—that was not a plan; that was a wish list—that she put out a couple of
days ago.
The challenge remains for this government. The challenge to deliver the infrastructure that
Queensland needs will remain for whatever government sits in this House in the days ahead. But that
challenge revolves around finding the money. Find the money before you put out a list of projects.
(Time expired)
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